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The Project 

Young people from Portsmouth took part in a project 

that enabled them to learn new digital photography 

and photo editing skills and engage in fun and creative 

activities over the summer holidays. As part of the 

project, the young people also engaged with the 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year exhibition at Gosport 

Discovery Centre. Gosport Discovery Centre were able 

to work on their audience development initiatives at 

both Gosport Gallery and SEARCH Hands-on Centre 

as part of this engagement project, which concluded 

with a mini exhibition of the young people’s work, held 

at SEARCH. The young people also received a 

portfolio of their images (both in print and digitally).  

Successes 

 41 participants took inspiration from the 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year exhibition 

and worked with a professional photographer 

and museum learning officer to develop their 

skills and produce pleasing outcomes. 37 were 

The day was greatly enhanced by 

the input of a professional 

photographer – it took the learning 

and outcomes to a much higher 

level. 

  

 ”



drop-in visitors, 4 were a booked group from 

Portsmouth Autism Support Network. Only 6 

were in the 13-19 age range, but they all 

enjoyed a lengthy and in-depth interaction in 

the museum & gallery.  

 The Portsmouth Autism Support Network were 

a new group for SEARCH & Gosport Gallery 

and their leader is now interested in booking 

other activities. 

 The museum learning officer developed new 

skills by working with the professional 

photographer, enhancing future programming. 

 The drop-in day was greatly enhanced by the 

input of a professional photographer – it took 

the learning and the outcomes to a much 

higher level that would otherwise have been 

achieved. 

 The most rewarding aspect was the delight of 

the young people in the results they achieved. 

All participants at the drop-in day took away 

one or more photographic prints in frames that 

they also made during the workshop. All 

participants at the booked workshop were 

thrilled to be receiving a disc and prints of their 

work; and everyone was excited to see their 

work exhibited in a well-used space at 

SEARCH, adjacent to the Wildlife 

Photographer exhibition.  

Challenges 

 The main challenge was in trying to engage 

13-19 year olds at short notice, due to the 

project being a very early one for Strong 

Voices, and an ‘add-on’ at short notice for 

SEARCH, with the learning officer’s annual 

leave intervening! 

 The other challenge was a mix-up over dates, 

with the photographer being told the group 

booking was on a different date to what 

SEARCH had been told. This was resolved by 

the museum learning officer starting the 

workshop, and the photographer arriving to 

take over an hour into the workshop. 

The idea of a booked group of 

young people with special needs 

having their own bespoke 

opportunity to come and enjoy an 

activity is definitely something that 

SEARCH will use again. 
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How might the project influence 

how you approach or deliver similar 

work in the future?  

The idea of a booked group with special needs having 

their own bespoke opportunity to come and enjoy an 

activity is definitely something that SEARCH will use 

again. The autistic youngsters would not have coped 

so well with the drop-in format organised for the 

general public, but hugely benefited from doing the 

activity at their own pace with a lot of individual 

attention. 

Impact of the project 

The young people were very enthusiastic about the 

project. The subject matter of the exhibition and the 

museum collection was of great interest to them and 

they responded well to the open and self-directed style 

and the professional help targeted to their individual 

level (an advantage of the small number of 

participants). This tailored approach would have been 

less doable with greater numbers. This was especially 

important for the autistic young people in the booked 

workshop as they benefited from more one-on-one 

time. 

Feedback 

From the young people: 

“Awesome” 

“Epic!” 

“Amazing – I LOVED it!  

“I learned lots.” 

“It was really good. I improved my photography skills 

and learnt how to build a picture!” 

“Thank you to all the staff – we loved it!” 

From a parent 

“A great opportunity to improve digital photography 

skills and combine with some crafts. Thanks to all the 

staff, and of course Paul (from Strong Island Media) for 

supporting this event.” 

Final Thoughts 

This kind of in-depth work with a small number of 

young people has a great impact on the participants 

which is clear to see.  The kind of one-to-one 

‘teaching’ all six received from Paul Gonella (Strong 

Island Media) is almost priceless. The three teenagers 

who participated on the drop-in day stayed for around 

two hours each and engaged in a range of activity; 

exploring and critiquing the photographic exhibition, 

exploring and learning about the natural history 

specimens. They were able to develop their creativity 

through arranging the specimens and backgrounds for 

the shots, learning to use high spec digital cameras 

that they had not had access to before, learning new 

photography techniques and photo editing skills with 

Microsoft Picture Manager, reviewing their work, 

making photo frames, and receiving a lot of interest 

and praise for their achievements. 

 

 

 

 

 

The most rewarding aspect was the 

delight of the young people in the 

results they achieved. Participants 

took away prints as well as frames 

they had made during the 

workshop. 
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small number of young people has 

a great impact on the participants 

which is clear to see. The kind of 

one-to-one teaching received from 
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